
 
 

Answers 315 

Session 2 – Why Should I Trust the Bible? 
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 The Bible makes some outrageous claims 

o About Jesus Christ – people believed that he was the Saviour 

o The worshiped him as God 

o He performed miracles 

o Died by crucifixion 

o He was buried 

o He was raised from the dead after 3 days 

o He appeared alive to his disciples afterwards 

o He ascended into heaven 

o He will one day return to Earth 

o God Loves us and wants to have a relationship with us 

 Overall the Bible is a pretty CRAZY BOOK! 

o Anyone can make a claim – it doesn’t mean it’s true 

o It is the best selling book of all time. 

o People spend their whole lives studying it. 

o WHY? 

 Why should I believe the Bible, or even care? 

 What if the Bible is true, that there is a Heaven and a Hell? 

o Are you 100% positive that the Bible is not true? 

o If not there is a LOT at stake! 

 Before you write it off as some CRAZY book, at least you ought to look at the reasons why 

you should believe it. 

o “Bible” means “The Books” in Greek. 

o Old Testament – time before Jesus Christ 

o New Testament – the time Of Jesus Christ and afterward  

o Not one book, it is a collection of 66 books 

 Why is it reliable? 

o Written by many authors  

 Moses, Paul, Jesus’ disciples etc. 

o What are the claims of some of the authors? 

o Luke wrote the Gospel of Luke 

o 4 Gospels in all – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

 Written by eyewitnesses. 

o Luke declared that he records the testimony of eyewitness of the things recorded. 

(Luke 1:1-4) 

o Peter declares that he was an eyewitness of the majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 

Peter 1:16) 

 Proclaims certainty about the things they have declared. 

 The Bible is claimed by it’s authors to be inspired and reliable for all forms of teaching in 

righteousness (2 Peter 3:16) 

 2 Peter 1:21 – men were “moved by the Holy Spirit” to write what they did. 

o Claims to be the truth. 



 
 

 Honesty test: 

o Authors wrote embarrassing things about themselves. 

 Peter was called “Satan” by Jesus 

 The disciples fell asleep at his most needy hour. 

 The disciples fled. 

 Peter denies Jesus Christ 

 Disciples admitted to debating who was the greatest. 

o Disciples prepared to die for their faith. 

 Why would they do this for a lie that they KNEW they were lies? 

 How do we know that the Bible we have today is true to what was originally written? 

o Number of manuscripts (copies) that can be compared. 

o Dates of the manuscripts going back to very close to the time of the events. 

 Comparison of the Biblical manuscripts with other ancient writings 

o Pliny the Younger’s works – 750 year gap to the earliest manuscripts we have. 

o Caesar’s works – 1000 years. 

o Plato’s Tetralogies – 1200 years. 

o New Testament – 50 years. 

o Biology of Alexander the Great – 400 years. 

o 4 Biographies of Jesus to within 50 years! 

 If we don’t believe the gospels to be accurate, then we need to doubt 

existence of every ancient personality of antiquity. 

o How many manuscripts of the Bible compared to other writings: 

 Caesar – 10 manuscripts 

 Plato’s Tetralogies – 7 manuscripts 

 Tacitus – 20 manuscripts 

 The Iliad – 643 ms.  

 New Testament – 24,633+ manuscripts! 

 Corroboration Test – Writers outside of the Bible who recorded details about Jesus 

 Telephone Test – How can we know that the New Testament we have today is the same as 

what was written originally? 

o 9 Non-Christian sources 

o 33 Christian sources 

o Total of 40 references corroborating all of the facts of the gospels 

o Tiberius Caesar – 10 sources 

 The Bible seems to be crazy, but it’s true and reliable 

 It is a LOVE LETTER from God to us declaring how much he loves us.  

o Romans 5:8 

o 1 John 3:16 

 We are sinners deserving of death, but the message of the Bible is that God loves us  

o How do we know that? 

 By looking at Jesus 

 We were deserving of death, but Jesus died for us so that we can be 

restored to God and spend eternity with Him in heaven. 

 Why should you believe the Bible? 

o Reliable 

o Has evidence 

o It has been Proven 

o It points to Truth 

 



 
 
Resources for Further Study: 

Books: 

 The Case for Christ – Lee Strobel 

 The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict – Josh McDowell 

 The Story of Reality – Gregory Koukl 

 

Questions: 

What do you think are the distinctive features of the gospels that point to them being truthful and 

accurate? Or if you don’t think that they are, why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
What three questions would you like answered regarding the accuracy and historical truthfulness 
of the Bible? 
 
1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

 

 


