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Who wrote the Old Testament? 

• Moses wrote the first 5 books of the Old Testament – the Pentateuch – “The 5 Scrolls”. 

• Joshua wrote Joshua 

• Isaiah is the author of Isaiah. 

• The name of the book often states who the author is. 

• Some books we do not know the author – e.g. 1 & 2 Kings. 

• The historic books often do not carry the name of the author. 

• The Prophetic books carry the name of the prophet, because it is important for us to be able 

to judge and determine whether the prophecies are accurate. 

• The prophet’s name often is an indication of the meaning of the book – e.g. Isaiah means 

“God Saves”, which is the theme of Isaiah. 

 

What do we mean by the “Inspiration” of the Bible? 

• The words of the Bible as originally written are the very words of God.  

• Every word God intended to be in the bible is exactly as He wanted it to be, but the act of 

writing the Bible did not violate the writer’s thoughts or literary style. 

• Some instances of dictation but mostly it is the idea that God sovereignly directed the 

process through the mind of the author. 

 

What about the structure of the Old Testament? 

• In Jesus’ day it was known as The Law, The Writings and The Prophets. 

• The Jews organised their Bible differently to what the later Christians did. But our modern 

Bibles are organised along the lines of the Latin Bible. 

• The last book of the Hebrew Bible is 2 Chronicles, but the last book of the OT in our modern 

Christian bible is the book of Malachi. 

• No indication of a particular preferred order from the text. 

• There is a chronological progression but many books can be integrated into various themes 

depending on the preference of the reader. 

• Some Bibles today place the books in chronological order. 

 

Does the Bible claim to be Divinely inspired? 

• Moses claimed to have been told by God what to write. 

• Paul and the New Testament writers said that all scripture is “God breathed” 

• Many passages where the words “the word of the Lord came…” etc. 

 



 
 
Does the Bible PROVE to be inspired? 

• “Proof” is a difficult concept, but the Bible is: 

o Historically accurate – no historical errors. 

o Philosophically accurate. 

o Scientifically accurate. 

o Unique in it’s description of how God acts e.g. creation. 

o Jesus testified that the Bible is the very word of God. 

• No literary reason to take them allegorically. Not poetry or allegory. 

• Archaeological findings support the claims that the events in the Old Testament are 

historical. 

• No Archaeological finding has ever disproven anything in the Bible. 

• If the bible cannot be taken as history where history is the context, then we can’t have 

confidence that any of it’s claims are true. 

• The unity of the scriptures was confirmed by Jesus. 

 

What is the “canon” of the Old Testament? 

• “Canon” means “measuring rod”.  

• The books of the Old Testament needed to “measure up” to the standards that indicated 

divine inspiration. 

• Neither the Jews nor Christians decided which books would be included in the canon, they 

simply agreed that the books had the characteristics of being scripture. 

 

What about the Pseudepigraphal books and the Apocryphal books? 

• Written over many years, and often claiming to be authored by notable individuals, but 

bearing no evidence to support this. 

o Often not written in Hebrew. 

o Indicating characteristics of God which are inconsistent with other scripture. 

 

How was the Old Testament transmitted down through the ages? 

• Written in two languages: Hebrew and Aramaic (or Chaldee). 

• The scribes in Old Testament times were professionals. They would take extreme care to 

ensure that the scrolls were copied exactly. 

• Very few differences between the oldest copies we have.  

• The Dead Sea Scrolls verify and support the accuracy and consistency of the Old Testament. 

• No chapters or verses in the original and old manuscripts. There were chapter divisions but 

not numbered. 

• Very little punctuation. 

• Original documents did not survive. We have some manuscripts going back to 300 BC. 

• Earliest complete manuscript of the Old Testament is 900 AD. 

• No manuscripts translated into other languages until the LXX (Septuagint) about 300 BC. 

 

 

 



 
 
Questions for discussion: 

 

Why do you think that there were no translations of the Old Testament into other languages until 

the Christian era? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would your strongest argument in defence of the Old Testament be? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to see more presentations on the theme of the reliability and historicity of the Bible? 

 

 

 

 

 


